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From the Editor

By John Wright, K6CPO

With this issue of Spurious
Emissions, I will be doing double
duty as both SOBARS President
and newsletter editor.
As you read this we will be into a
new year and we’re looking forward
eagerly to the activities of 2013. In
this issue will be two columns from
Dan Romanchik, KB6NU, and a
new crossword puzzle from Rod
Dinkins, AC6V.
The Palm Springs Hamfest,
scheduled for January 26, 2013 has
been cancelled. More information
on Page 3.
Every so often, some interesting
SOBARS history surfaces.
At
the end of this issue is a copy of
SOBARS NEWS from February
1994.
As always, if anyone has anything
to contribute to the newsletter, I
welcome any and all submissions.
They may be sent to me at k6cpo@
sobars.org

New Members
We would like to welcome the
following hams to SOBARS:
•
•
•
•

Pat Allen, W6PEA
Thomas Bryan, W5COM
Bill Cheney, KG6FTM
Clifford Steagall, Jr., N5BXE

Welcome to the club! Be sure to
come join us on the nets.

John Markham, KD6VKW, demonstrates the assembly of a field-expedient HF
antenna during the Go-Kit presentation at the November meeting.
John Wright Photo

From the President’s Desk
By John Markham, KD6VKW
Outgoing President

Hello, Fellow SOBARS members.
The January meeting marked
the end of my term as SOBARS
President. We had a good year,
adding new members and holding
most of our old ones. Becky Seay
moved to San Francisco to be with
family members who took new
jobs there. Best wishes to Becky
in her new environment.
We’re happy to be affiliated with
the Chula Vista Yacht Club, a great
place to hold our monthly meetings.
In addition, they’ve expanded their
connection to amateur radio by

hosting exam classes and V.E. test
sessions.
We had a good Field Day this past
summer. We operated as a 7A
station, a bigger undertaking than
ever before. We did finish near
the back of the pack but we were
tops in the San Diego section. We
used all-electronic logging for the
first time at this year’s Field Day,
employing N3FJP’s excellent
Field Day Network Logger. We
created a simple Wi-Fi network
with one laptop as the server
and each of our seven stations
connected to it. This provided

automatic dupe-checking and easy
creation of the finished logs for
inputting as part of the ARRL reports.
An additional station at the Visitor
Center displayed the club’s real-time
progress as the contacts were being
logged. We benefited from help by
Bill, W6RGS, who provided a licensed
copy of the program, and Mark,
KJ6NMJ, whose network expertise
helped us take the Wi-Fi project from
concept to reality.
Some minor changes were made to
the administrative side of our club.
We raised the annual dues to assure
the future financial health of the club,
combined the functions of Secretary
and Treasurer into a single office and
extended the terms of office from one
year to two years.
The regular club raffle returned to our
monthly meetings, thanks to Steve
and Tracy, N3NB and AG6OQ. I
volunteered to pick up the raffle
function for a while to give them a

break. Let me know what sorts of
things you’d like to see offered as raffle
prizes and I’ll try to make it happen.
We had an excellent series of programs
at our meetings, including Emergency
Communications, Go-Kits, repeaters
and some of the shiny new radios
available at HRO.
The SOBARS Tuesday evening nets
continued, with the 220 net shifting to
a new machine on Mt. Otay, offering
us improved reliability and coverage
on 220. Thanks to Roy, KR6RG,
for offering us his machine and for
his informative presentation at the
meeting. Visit www.sobars.org for a
complete list of our five nets. Click
the link for MEETINGS & NETS.
We had our annual Pot Luck Dinner
at the regular December meeting. Our
food was delicious, prepared with skill
and care by the members and their
families. Nobody ever leaves hungry!
73, John.

25, 50, and 75 Years Ago in QST (October 2012)
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

QST publishes a column every month
towards the back of the magazine that
highlights from issues 25, 50, and 75
years ago. Now that the QST archive
is online, it’s really worth taking a look
at these articles. Here are a few that
caught my eye in October:
October 1937
Modernizing the Simple Regenerative
Receiver
(http://p1k.arrl.org/pubs_
archive/19076) by Vernon Chambers,
W1JEQ. This a nicely-designed and
built regen using two tubes, a 6K5
pentode and 6C5 triode. I’m going to
keep this design in mind if I ever get
around to playing with all the tubes
I have. As an aside, I searched on
W1JEQ’s callsign and found out that
he wrote 87 articles for QST from
1936 through February 1958. This was
his third article.
Concentrated Directional Antennas
for Transmission and Reception (http://
p1k.arrl.org/pubs_archive/19078) by
John L. Reinartz, W1QP, and Burton
T. Simpson, W8CPC. This article
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describes two different antennas. The
first is a half-wave loop antenna that
the author says works on 2-1/2, 5, 10,
and 20m. The second is a square loop
antenna called a “signal squirter” for
14 Mc.
October 1962
In “New Apparatus” (http://p1k.arrl.
org/pubs_archive/46246) on page 27,
a key made by J. A. Hills, W8FYO,
of Dayton, OH is shown under the
heading, “New Key Mechanism for
Electronic Keyers.” The photo clearly
shows a key whose design was adopted
by Bencher for the BY-1 paddle.
The Towering Problem (http://p1k.
arrl.org/pubs_archive/46122) by Jay
Kay Klein, WA2LII clearly shows that
putting up towers have always been a
problem for amateur radio operators.
This is a humorous take on the problem.
What’s notable is that this type of
humorous article almost never appears
in QST anymore. Amateur radio seems
to have lost its sense of humor, or at
least its cadre of humorous writers.

October 1987
Stalking Those Fugitive Components (http://p1k.arrl.
org/pubs_archive/81357) by Doug DeMaw, W1FB.
Today, we often complain about the demise of local
parts suppliers, but this article shows that this was
a problem 25 years ago as well. W1FB gives some
advice that I gave not long ago on my blog. That is,
stock up on parts, especially when you find a good deal
on them, and you won’t have to scrounge around for
them when you want them.
Digitizing all of the back issues of QST and putting
them online is one of the things that the ARRL has
done right. This is a wonderful resource for members.
If you have a favorite QST article I’d love to hear
about it. Please send me the title and the month it was
published. My e-mail address is cwgeek@kb6nu.com.
Thanks & 73.

Palm Springs Hamfest 2013 cancelled!!
Press Release from the Desert RATS

Riverside County acts to protect Dinacoma Caseyi
(Brunnescens?) beetle habitat! WIKI-Casey's June
Beetle
The members of the Desert R.A.T.S. are sad to
announce that Palm Springs Hamfest, scheduled for
January 26, 2013, had to be cancelled and regrets any
inconvenience to those who already made travel and
accommodation plans.
Some of the area in which previous Desert R.A.T.S.
Palm Springs Hamfests have been held with great
success in the past has been deemed a protective habitat
for the beetle and is therefore no longer available as an
event site.
Palm Springs Hamfest 2014—better, bigger, and
beetle friendly—will occur the first weekend in March
2014. The Desert R.A.T.S. are pleased to announce
that the next event will be held in an extended format
with additional activities and added opportunities for
overnight stays in the heart of Palm Springs while
still maintaining the nostalgic, old-time atmosphere
of Hamfests of an almost gone era.
For further information you may contact: Past
President, Peter Reinzuch, VE7REZ at ve7rez@gmail.
com

A Radio Story
On a nice warm summer day a fellow put the top down
on his convertible to enjoy the sunshine. At one point
he found himself following a beat-up old Volkswagen
van that had a big nine foot CB whip on the body. The
van went under an overpass and the whip smacked
the side of the wall, causing a piece of the end of it to

break off. It came back and stuck in the other driver’s
shoulder. He stopped and pulled the broken piece out,
and once he had done so, the pain went away. But a
few days later the pain returned, with severe swelling.
He went to his doctor and told him of the accident.
After looking at the wound, the doctor said, “Well,
you’ve got it, alright.”
The patient said, “Got what, Doctor?”
“The worst case of van aerial disease I ever saw.”
Editor’s note: I don’t write ‘em, I just put ‘em in...

License Exam Location Changes
There have been some changes in license testing
locations for 2013. The following information is taken
from the SANDARC website:
First Saturday:
El Cajon Lutheran Church
867 South Lincoln,
El Cajon, CA
9:00 AM
Team Leader: Gerald Madsen (Jerry) KI6PLH
(619) 766-9177
madjl@aol.com
		Walk-ins welcome.
Second Saturday:
Carlsbad Safety Center (Note: ARRL VEC Site)
2650 Orion Way
Carlsbad, CA
9:00 AM
Team Leader: Assi Friedman, KK7KX
		
See info page at:
		http://exam.kiloxray.com
		Walk-ins welcome
Third Saturday:
North Park Recreation Center
4044 Idaho Street
San Diego, CA
9:00 AM
Team Leader: Mike Maston, N6OPH
		(619) 972-1148
		mastroleo@mindspring.com
		Walk-ins welcome.
Fourth Saturday:
LDS Church
3737 Valley Vista Way
Bonita, CA
9:00 AM
Team Leader: Michael Todd, K6WD
		(619) 267-4587
		dot18034@cox.net
		Walk-ins welcome.
3

Last Saturday:
LDS Church
1917 East Washington St
Escondido, CA
9:00 AM
Team Leader: Harry Hodges, W6YOO
		(760) 743-4212
		w6yoo@cox.net
		Walk-ins welcome.

Building an End-Fed, Half-Wave Antenna
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

I’ve always been interested in end-fed, half-wave
antennas before, but until this recently, I’d never built
one. One of the reasons for this is that most designs are
for QRP antennas and not made to handle more than
5—10 W of power.
A couple of months ago, though, I ran across a design
rated at 100 W (http://earchi.org/proj_homebrew.html).
The design seemed relatively simple to build, requiring
only a single toroid and a capacitor made with a short
length of RG-174 coax. Well, it just so happens that I
bought 100-ft. of RG-174 at Dayton this year, and I
found the toroid cores online from the “Toroid King”
for a very reasonable price, so I decided it was high
time to build one.

bring down the SWR of the antenna to below 2:1 in
the CW portion of 20m. I’m happier with this. I made
a couple of contacts that day, too, with both stations
giving me good reports.
I still do plan to try a counterpoise. Not so much to
improve the SWR, but to see if it makes the antenna a
little more efficient.
Overall, this has been a fun project. I learned something
about end-fed, half-wave antennas and saved a bunch
of money by rolling my own. Isn’t that what ham radio
is all about?
When he’s not messing with antennas, Dan, KB6NU
publishes the “No-Nonsense” series of amateur radio
license study guides. The latest in this series is the NoNonsense Extra Class License Study Guide. For more
information, go to KB6NU.Com or e-mail cwgeek@
kb6nu.com.

More Go-Kit Pictures

All told, the parts cost about $10, the biggest part of
that being a 4-in. x 4-in. x 2-in. plastic junction box
(Carlon E989NNJ-CAR) I got from Lowe’s for $6.41.
Compare that with the $60 that LNR wants for their
end-fed antenna.
I put up the antenna about three weeks ago, on a
beautiful fall Sunday, running 34 feet of wire up a
trellis attached to a small deck in my backyard, then
out to a tree near the back of my lot. With more than
a little anticipation, I put the antenna analyzer on it,
only to be somewhat disappointed with the readings.
The SWR was 2.6:1 at 14.000 MHz, dropping to about
1.5:1 at 14.900 MHz.

John Markham, KD6VKW, demonstrates hooking up an
HF station for portable operation.             John Wright Photo

Since the internal tuner on my IC-746PRO is supposed
to be good to 3:1, I did use it and made a couple of
contacts. A guy in MA even gave me a 599 signal
report. So, while I was a little uncomfortable with an
SWR so close to the limit of my tuner, it did seem to
radiate pretty well.
I e-mailed the guy who published the design and asked
why he thought the resonant frequency was so high,
and he said that all I had to do was add a couple feet of
wire to the antenna. I also did some more reading about
end-feds and several websites suggested that adding a
counterpoise might be a good idea, too.
A week later, I finally got back to playing with the
antenna. I added 24-in. of wire to it, and it did indeed
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Ramon Duenas, KJ6QQK, shows off his very complete
portable VHF/UHF station.                      Fred Curtis Photo

Club Badges
Club badges may be obtained at:
Dell Awards
7949 Broadway Ave
Lemon Grove, CA 91945
619-469-2100
www.dellawards.com
The badges can be ordered either by phone or through
their website and can be delivered for an additional
charge.

SOLUTION TO HAM RADIO PUZZLE
NO. 1
John Wright, K6CPO, laid out the contents of his Go-Kit
for the benefit of the membership.          Fred Curtis Photo

By Rod Dinkins, AC6V

Editor’s Note: From time to time, when space permits,
I will be including excerpts from Title 47 – Part 97 of
the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). Part 97 sets
forth regulations for the Amateur Radio Service.
Subpart A—General Provisions
§ 97.1 Basis and purpose.
The rules and regulations in this part are designed to
provide an amateur radio service having a fundamental
purpose as expressed in
the following principles:
(a) Recognition and enhancement of the value of
the amateur service to the public as a voluntary
noncommercial communication service, particularly
with respect to providing emergency communications.
(b) Continuation and extension of the amateur’s proven
ability to contribute to the advancement of the radio
art.
(c) Encouragement and improvement of the amateur
service through rules which provide for advancing
skills in both the communication and technical phases
of the art.
(d) Expansion of the existing reservoir within the
amateur radio service of trained operators, technicians,
and electronics experts.
(e) Continuation and extension of the amateur’s unique
ability to enhance international goodwill.

Some Awards You May Not Have Heard Of...
WAN: Worked All Neighbors
WAS: Worked All Streets (and you thought it was
States)
RAGD: Raised All Garage Doors
WAOO: Worked All Official Observers
TOR: Timed Out Repeater
TOP: Timed Out Propagation
BAL: Bored All Listeners
TORA: Timed Out Repeater Again
WANA: Worked All Neighbors Again
WACO: Worked All Club Officers
WATL: Worked All Touch LampsWAL -- Worked all
lists (poor mans DXCC)
And last but not least...
TAC: Terrorized All Critters. On Key up: Dogs Howl,
Birds Go Goofy, Cat scurries under Couch and all
rodents leave the premises!
© 2008 Rod Dinkins, www.AC6V.com
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HAM RADIO PUZZLE NO. 2
THE DIGGIE MODES
by Rod Dinkins / AC6V

1

2

3

4

9

5
10

7

8

25

26

11

12

13

14

15

16

18
20

17
19

21

22
27
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23
28

31

24
29

30

32

33

34

www.CrosswordWeaver.com

Across
1
A Ham Digital Mode
5
Finger feeling after a CW contest
9
Computer memory enhancer
11
QRS! horse
12
EchoLink is one of the latest
13
An amplifier has this
14
Telex over radio.
15
Printed Circuit
17
Mark and Space
18
Anti blonde
20
Fall behind in the DX ladder
22
Prepare for triggering
23
WØ State
24
Also known as a Clarifier
27
VEC Question ____
29
The best
31
Reserve Officers Training Corps.
32
Add
33
Hurried
34
In __ (phase)

Down
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
16
18
19
20
21
22
24
25
26
28
30

Account (abbr.)
Old west card game
Old wound
1,000,000 millihertz
Used for wire sizes
Gall
Raise the tower
USA Ham
A type of ROM
Delete from the log
Bachelor of Music
WØ State
Long Yagi elements tend to do this
Express emotions
Newer Ham Digital Mode
Old Ham Digital Mode
Near Iraq
Baby powder
A type of display
propagation in a straight line directly
from one station to another.

© 2008 Rod Dinkins, www.AC6V.com
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2013 Arizona State Convention
9th Annual

Yuma Hamfest
Yuma, Arizona

Feb. 15 & 16, 2013
Yuma County Fairgrounds
2520 East 32nd Street, Yuma, Arizona

www.yumahamfest.org
Check the Website for Additional Information
and a Current Schedule of Activities and Seminars
Gates Open for Camping
Thursday, 2 pm
Vendor Setup
Friday, 7 am - Noon

Event Hours
Friday, Noon - 5 pm
Saturday, 8 am - 5 pm

Vendors & Exhibitors
Consignment Sales
License Testing
Hourly Door Prizes
On-site RV Camping
Famous Buzzard BBQ
ARRL Speaker
$5.00 Admission

Buzzard BBQ &
Grand Prize Drawing
Saturday Night
6:00 - 8:00 pm

Tailgating (Swap Meet)
Full Seminar Schedule
DXCC Card Checking
Incredible Grand Prizes
Emergency Preparedness
Admission Prize
Hospitality Area
Antenna Clinic & T-Hunt

Hamfest Talk-In Frequency: 146.840 (–) PL 88.5 Hz
Email Contact: info@yumahamfest.org
We are proud to have the Amateur Radio
Council of Arizona (ARCA) as a sponsor of
our event.

The Yuma Hamfest is an American Radio
Relay League (ARRL) sanctioned event.

Presented by the Yuma Amateur Radio Hamfest Organization

