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First off, I have to apologize for the 
delay in getting this issue out. I’ve 

been busy with other amateur radio 
things this month.

There isn’t much to report for this issue. 
There were some minor issues with the 
repeaters, but a little routine mainte-
nance resolved the issues. Fred Curtis, 
KI6GRO and Dave Kaltenborn, N8KBC 
visited the repeater site and did some 
cleaning and corrected a couple of 
minor issues with the batteries,  Ev-
erything is now working as it should.

We’re putting together a tool kit that 
will remain at the  repeater site. The 
tools will be in a box that is locked and 
bolted down so it’s secure. It will be 
marked as Property of SOBARS.  This 
will give us the ability to respond to 
problems quickly and not have to bring 
our own tools to the site. 

For those that aren’t aware of it yet, we 
are back meeting at Chula Vista Fire 
Station 4. We are still meeting on the 
4th Monday of the month at 7 PM. The 
entrance to the building is the door 
opposite the gravel parking lot.  Just 
knock and someone will come open it. 
We will also be monitoring our 2 meter 
repeater (146.085 (+) 100.0) and sim-
plex at 146.445.

The informal Zoom meeting is con-
tinuing on the 2nd weekend at 6:00 PM, 
although if the turnout for that meet-
ing drops any further, we are likely to 
suspend or close it down entirely. 

We are discussing the possibility of 
having our usual holiday party in De-
cember. More to follow...

Other items that come up at the end 
of the year are the Dick Cupp K6SJA 
Memorial Ham of The Year Award. 
Nominations should be to the board 
by the November meeting. The forms 
can be obtained by contacting SOBARS 
Secretary Fred Curtis, KI6GRO.

We also have elections coming up this 
year.  All three offices, President, Vice-
President and Secretary-Treasurer will 
be up for election.  We will need an 
election committee to poll the mem-
bership about running and reporting 
the results to the membership at the 
November meeting for voting in De-
cember. If you are interested in serving 
on the election committee, please let 
any board member know.

That’s about all I have for this issue. See 
you at our meetings.  

From The President’s Shack
By John Wright, K6CPO
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Pandemic Project:  Rebuilding a Go-Kit, Part 2
Article and photographs by John Wright, K6CPO

I’m sure that sometime during 2020 all of us suffered 
from boredom due to being forced to stay at home. All 

of us had different ways to cope with the forced isolation. 
I used the time to rebuild my small portable Go-Box.

Part 1 of the rebuild, the battery or power box appeared 
in the Summer 2021 issue.  This article will cover the 
building of the radio box in an identical Harbor Freight 
plastic tool box.

My original intention was to avoid having any penetra-
tions of the tool box to prevent weather intrusion but 
that idea was discarded early on. I noticed the main 
body of the Yaesu FTM-350AR radio had no heat sink 
fins on it, not did it have an external fan for cooling. 
Since it would be mounted in the bottom of the tool 
box which would be closed during operation, I was 
concerned about heat.

I decided to install a 12V fan in one end of the box and 
power it through a switch to enable cooling in the event 
of operation on hot days. I also installed a vent in the  
exterior tray to exhaust the hot air from the box. 

Since I had already installed the fan, I installed an ex-
terior speaker in one side of the box for better audio 
quality. Note: the FTM-350 has a couple of small speak-
ers in the back of the faceplate/control head that are 
selectable through the menus but the 4 inch speaker I 
installed gives much better audio. 

The radio’s control head was previously mounted on a 
bracket with three magnets for feet (for placement on 
the metal exterior of the ammo can used in the previ-
ous iteration.) I didn’t change that arrangement, but 

glued a piece of sheet metal (cut from an old cookie 
sheet) to the outside of the box in front of the handle. 
The control head fit perfectly in that location.

The cable that connected the head to the body of the 
radio used RJ45 connectors common on Cat 5 cable, 
so I elected to use a shorter Cat 5 cable for the connec-
tion and keep the supplied cable available if I needed 
to have the head separated from the  box. 

I mounted an RJ45 thru connector to the lid and used 
a short (6 inch) Cat 5 cable to connect to the radio 
head.  The microphone plugs into the opposite side of 
the radio head so there was no need to make separate 
provisions for it. 

Power for the radio was provided through a flush-mount 
Powerpole connector along with a voltmeter to mon-
itor power levels.

When the box is broken down, the radio head and mi-
crophone store inside the box in the tray and the short 
Cat 5 cable stores in the exterior compartment.

The entire kit was recently used for net control at a 
two-day charity fund raiser bicycle event. The Bioenno 
battery provided plenty of power for all-day opera-
tions and was recharged overnight (although I suspect 
it would have been fine for the second day without 
recharging.)

I think this kit will give me many hours of faithful op-
eration in the years to come.  

The top of the radio box. It’s virtually identical the to the 
power box.

The inside of the exterior compartment showing the RJ45 
connector, the short Cat 5 cable and the fan vent.
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The RJ45 thru connector and the end of the 6 inch cat 5 cable 
in the exterior tray.

The RJ45 thru connector with the protective cap screwed on.

The  air vent in the external tray, allowing for airflow from the 
fan. Note:  A small piece of window screen was added to the 
vent to prevent objects from falling into the box,

The metal plate for the control head was painted with black 
spray paint to match the box.

Opening the lid accesses storage for the radio control head, 
microphone and Cat 55 cable attached to the radio.
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Taking out the tool tray reveals the radio body, speaker, fan 
and all the electrical connections. 

Exterior view of the fan and its On-Off switch.

Exterior view of the 4 inch speaker.

Radio box in operational configuration. With the substitu-
tion of the stock cable for the Cat 5 cable, the control head 
can be set away from the  box and the speaker switched to 
the control head.

External Powerpole receptacle and voltmeter to monitor bat-
tery voltage to the radio.
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Pacificon 2021
Article and photographs by Fred Curtis, KI6GRO

After a one-year hiatus, due to COVID-19, Pacificon 
2021 was held on October 15th through the 17th.  Paci-

ficon is the ARRL Pacific Division’s annual conference 
and is sponsored/presented by the Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club (W6CX).  The conference/hamfest is held in 
San Ramon, which is located in northern California in 
Contra Costa County.  For several years now, the con-
ference has been held at the San Ramon Marriott Hotel.

This year the three day hamfest consisted of the fol-
lowing activities:

•	 Amateur Radio Forums 
•	 Vendor Expo
•	 Outdoor Swap Meet
•	 Electronics kit building and soldering
•	 1 Day Tech Cram Course
•	 1 Day General Class Cram Course
•	 2 Days of License Testing
•	 Special Events Station
•	 Banquet with Keynote Speaker 
•	 Prize Drawings
•	 Forum with ARRL Leaders

With lots of activities and events to choose from, one 
had to decide what to see and do; no way you could do 
everything, but some people tried!  One of the main 
activities of the hamfest were attending ham radio fo-
rums.  The forums consisted of various topics related 
to amateur radio and all in all there were 34 different 
forums ranging from antenna design to MESH network-
ing.  The forums were 50 minutes long followed by 

10-minute breaks, to be able to get folks to the next 
forum or activity.

No ham fest would be complete without a vendor hall, 
displaying the latest and greatest products, accessories, 
and stuff that one just must have!  Although smaller 
than in years past, the vendor hall consisted of 27 dif-
ferent vendors.  There were also information tables set 
up outside the vendor hall, that consisted of groups/or-
ganizations like the Amateur Television Network (ATN), 
Free Digital Voice (free DV) and the USS Hornet Am-
ateur Radio Club to name a few.

There are always some amateur radio “celebrities” at 
hamfests and Pacificon 21 was no exception.  Gordon 
West, WB6NOA, Bob Heil, K9EID (via Zoom), Randy Hall, 
K7AGE and Dave Casler, KE0OG were some celebrities 
in attendance along with some of the ARRL leadership.

To round out the 3-day event there was a Special Event 
Station set up,  that ran almost continually during the 
3-day conference, along with outdoor displays, a swap 
meet, license classes and testing and of course several 
prize drawings.   By the end of the third day this au-
thor was pretty tired and ready to get on an airplane 
and head back to San Diego.  If you have never attend-
ed a hamfest/conference, I highly encourage you to do 
so.  You learn lots and get to meet some amazing peo-
ple that make up the hobby of ham radio.

73!  

Special Event Station W1AW/6 Outdoor antennas and displays.
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Vendor Hall Mooner Salem, K6AQ, presenting digital voice on HF.

Banquet Dinner Swap Meet

2021 Fall  Spurious Emissions 7

fred_
PDF Pro Trial

fred_
PDF Pro Trial




